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L Press Guidance 
November 30, 2005 

Alleged CIA "Secret Prisons" in Europe 

Question : 

Have we received the letter from Jack Straw regarding allegations that the CIA has 
maintained secret prisons in Europe? What is your answer? 

Answer : 

> We received today a letter to the Secretary from Jack Straw on behalf of the 
European Union in which he asks for information from the United States 
regarding press reports about the alleged detention or transportation of 
terrorist suspects in or through EU member states. 

> We are of course aware of those press reports and the parliamentary and 
public concerns they have created. 

> As the Secretary and I have said, the United States will respond to the EU's 
inquiry as soon as we are able. In the meantime, we will of course remain 
in regular communication with our European allies about a wide range of 
issues, including the war on terrorism. 

If Pressed : What do you anticipate the United States will say in response to the 
letter? 
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> It would not be appropriate for me to speculate about that at this time. 
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Noon briefing, 1 1/30/05 

QUESTION: So if you are prepared to go as far as saying that as a theoretical legal matter 
that's recognized, how about the issue of secret prisons? I don't know if those complaining in 
Europe have actually made the argument that these things are illegal. They may not like them, 
but are - in principle, having secret prisons, would that be illegal? 

MR. MCCORMACK: Again, what you're getting back to is the question that we spent quite a 
bit of time on yesterday, the substance, the core of your question. And we have all seen the 
news reports about the allegations of secret detainee sites. It's not a - these are reports that I 
cannot confirm or deny the substance of for you. So the sort of core of your question is just not 
one that I can get into from any particular angle. I appreciate the fact we're trying to come at it 
from a different angle. I can't do that. 

One thing I can do for you is I know it's of interest to all of you - we talked about it yesterday 
is we have received a letter from the EU presidency, from Foreign Secretary Straw. The UK is 
currently - currently holds the rotating presidency of the EU. And although I'm not in a 
position to release the letter for you, just as a matter of practice, I think that that would be 
something that would be up to the UK to decide whether or not they, in fact, release the letter, I 
can describe the gist of it for you. 

1 would say that what it does is it asks for information from the United States regarding press 
reports about the alleged detention or transportation of terrorist suspects in or through EU 
member states. And the letter does talk about the fact that these press reports have been - have 
attracted considerable attention among European publics as well as parliaments. 

So our reaction - we have just received the letter recently. I think it was either last night or 
today. I didn't get the exact time. We will, as I said yesterday, endeavor to respond to this 
letter to the best of our ability in a timely and forthright manner. We haven't had a chance to 
compose that response so I'm not going to presuppose what will be contained in the response. 
But as I said yesterday, we will try to -- when we do provide that response to the EU - I'll try to 
provide as much information as I possibly can to you about that response. 

Yes. 

QUESTION: Does the letter characterize detention or overflights as illegal under EU law? 
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MR. MCCORMACK: No.no. It talks about alleged U.S. detention or transportation. It 
talks in terms of the news reports and these allegations. 

QUESTION; Does it do anything other than ask for information? 

MR. MCCORMACK: No. 

QUESTION: Have you you just said you don't have a specific timeline for answering that, 
but have you made any further progress on answering the queries that were already outstanding? 

MR. MCCORMACK: I have no updates for you on that. 

QUESTION: When you say it's been - it's going to be a timely answer, is it that the Secretary 
will deliver the response when she's in Europe? 

MR. MCCORMACK: Yeah. I 'm sure that this will be a question that she has discussions 
with her counterparts in Europe. I'm sure it will come up. 

QUESTION: But you don't - 

MR. MCCORMACK: As for the response to the letter, as 1 said, I can't give you a specific 
timeline at the moment, but we will do our best to respond in as timely a manner as possible. 

Yes. 

QUESTION: Wouldn't it be awkward, though, for her to be in Europe without having given a 
response on this? I mean, do you expect to be able to do it before she leaves? 

MR. MCCORMACK: We'll see what the timeline is. At this point I can't speak to exactly 
when we will provide a response to Foreign Secretary's Straw's letter. I can say that the 
Secretary will look forward to having whatever discussions concerning this matter do arise in her 
meetings in Europe. 

I would note one thing - yesterday from yesterday's discussion. I would underline it again 
for you today. AH of these questions concerning these allegations of overflights and secret 
detainee sites for those who may have engaged or intended to engage in terrorist activities all 
take place within the context of fighting a war against terrorism. As I said yesterday, this is a 
different kind of war. This is a war in which countries - European, American and others around 
the world - employ all their aspects of national power in order to fight a shadowy enemy, an 
enemy that doesn't recognize any rules, doesn't recognize any laws, doesn't recognize any 
regulations. Their sole intent is to try to kill innocent civilians in an attempt to undermine our 
way of life. 

So that is not to say the United States acts in contravention to its laws, the Constitution or its 
international obligations. But it is to say that this is a different kind of war in which we use our 
military assets, that we use our assets to dry up terrorist financing, that we use our law 
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enforcement assets, that we use our intelligence assets. And inasmuch as our intelligence 
community and intelligence agencies are engaged in fighting this war on terrorism, I'm not in a 
position to talk about some potential actions that our intelligence community may or may not be 
engaged in. I don't think - 1 think the American publics as well as foreign publics certainly 
understand that because to discuss - to potentially discuss such actions undermines - would 
undermine our ability to fight the war on terrorism. 

So I note this just to bring to your attention, to bring to the attention of the American public as 
well as foreign publics, that this is a different kind of war that we're fighting. And make no 
mistake, we are in a war. These individuals, these groups, are intent and they continue to plot 
and plan to try to kill Americans, Europeans and others around the world. 

Yes. 

QUESTION: As you say, this is a different kind of war and the President has also said that 
different kind of tactics are probably needed to fight this kind of war. So does that mean that 
because it's a different kind of war with different kind of threats, that the use of covert sites 
would be justified? 

MR. MCCORMACK: Again, this gets back to that same core point that, you know, I just am 
not at liberty from this podium to discuss, to either confirm or deny. 

QUESTION: One more? 

MR. MCCORMACK: We'll come back to you. 

Yes, sir. 

QUESTION: Does the United States through outreach and diplomacy believe that the publics 
of Europe and the government of Europe - governments of Europe also believe that this is a 
different kind of war that perhaps requires different kinds of tactics? 

MR. MCCORMACK: Well, you know, I think - I don't have any particular polling data. I 
haven't seen any polls on that and, you know, I leave it to you whether or not you believe, you 
know, any particular poll on these subjects. But I think the fact - the very fact that the people 
of Europe themselves have experienced terrorism, they have suffered losses in this war against 
terrorism, whether that is on the battlefields of Afghanistan or Iraq or in the capitals of Madrid or 
London, that I think they understand very clearly what kind of war it is that we're fighting, that 
this is an enemy that is determined to strike at them when they are engaged in their daily 
activities ~ riding a bus, getting on a train, flying on an airplane. 

I think that people are acutely aware of the fact that this is a different kind of war and the very 
fact that we do - that we have managed to build an extraordinary cooperation on a variety of 
different levels with European governments as well as other governments in fighting this war on 
terrorism, I think is testimony to the fact that governments certainly understand. I think that 
reflects the will of the people as well that we are fighting a different kind of war and that we 
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have built up relationships on law enforcement, the military, in terms of intelligence cooperation 
in fighting this war. 

QUESTION: But in Europe the people didn't know about these secret prisons, as the U.S. 
public didn't know about it, so when you say that they understand this kind of war and that your 
partnerships are testimony to that, don't they deserve to have the answers then that they - their 
governments and we are asking you? 

MR. MCCORMACK: Again, this gets back to Saul's point to and Sue's -- and Sue's point. 

QUESTION: Well, of course, it's the same issue. It's all going to get back to that. 

MR. MCCORMACK: Right. And I - again, I'm happy to entertain these questions. I can't 
go any further than I have in my previous answers to that particular point. 
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